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This legislation would make crimi-

nals out of law-abiding citizens, in-
stead, and infringe upon Second 
Amendment gun rights. I urge my col-
leagues to protect the constitutional 
right of the American people to keep 
and bear arms. 

f 

GUN LAWS THAT MAKE AMERICA 
SAFE 

(Mr. CÁRDENAS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Madam Speaker, I 
have the honor and the privilege of 
being a Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

I also am speaking without notes be-
cause, over 40 years ago, I lost a teen-
age friend of mine just a few yards 
from my front door in what was per-
haps one of the first drive-bys in the 
history of Los Angeles, a senseless kill-
ing where a young man on drugs de-
cided to shoot through a wall of some-
one’s home—my friend’s home. With 
one shot, Rudy died at the age of 16. 

Today, I had the honor and the privi-
lege of voting on a bill that would 
make our streets safer—not solve every 
problem, but reduce the amount of cry-
ing and dying that goes on in too many 
communities around America. 

I must say this—and it is unfortunate 
to have to clarify—because I am 
Latino, people are assuming that the 
person who shot Rudy was a Latino or 
a Black male or what have you. He was 
not. He was a young man—a victim, 
himself, of drug abuse—a White young 
man. 

It should never happen to anyone, 
and people should never assume that it 
only happens to certain people in cer-
tain communities. Tens of thousands of 
human lives are lost every year in the 
greatest country, America, and we 
need to make it better. 

f 

b 1215 

IN COMMEMORATION OF JUDGE 
JAMES DEAN 

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SPANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to an unsung 
hero in Florida’s history. 

In 1858, James Dean was born into 
slavery in Ocala, Florida. In pursuit of 
his dream to enter public office, Dean 
entered Howard University School of 
Law working part time as a clerk to 
put himself through school. 

He earned a bachelor’s and master’s 
of law, graduating as the valedictorian 
in both degrees. After graduating, Dean 
returned home to Florida in 1887, tak-
ing a position as a school principal and 
establishing a law practice in Key 
West. 

His practice grew so quick that he 
had to resign from the school within a 

year to care for his clients. As his busi-
ness grew, so did his standing in the 
community. In 1888, just a year after 
moving to Key West, he was nominated 
to serve as a county judge. 

This didn’t sit well with many White 
political leaders in Key West who con-
spired to have him removed from the 
bench. They fabricated a story that 
Judge Dean illegally married an inter-
racial couple and the Governor of Flor-
ida removed him from office. 

As Black History Month comes to a 
close today, it is important to not shy 
away from uncomfortable moments in 
our history. And while Governor Bush 
posthumously reinstating his judgeship 
in 2002 can never make up for the harm 
suffered, remembering his story makes 
us all more sensitive to current injus-
tices suffered by our friends in the 
Black community. 

f 

PRESERVING QUINDARO TOWNSITE 
(Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my colleagues, Rep-
resentatives CLEAVER, WATKINS, and 
LARSEN, for cosponsoring this bipar-
tisan piece of legislation to designate 
the Quindaro Townsite in Kansas City, 
Kansas, as a national commemorative 
site. I would also like to thank Senator 
PAT ROBERTS for his important leader-
ship on this issue. 

The bill that passed this week honors 
the significant history of Quindaro, 
which served as a key stop on the Un-
derground Railroad and helps preserve 
the site for future generations. 

Quindaro is an important part of 
United States and Kansas history in 
the fight for freedom and equality. It 
serves as a reminder of a dark chapter 
in our Nation’s history. 

Sadly, for too long, the Quindaro 
Townsite has lacked proper invest-
ments needed to preserve it as a his-
toric site. But the community leaders 
in Kansas never gave up on fighting for 
Quindaro, people like Marvin Robinson 
a Kansas City, Kansas, native who 
spent over 30 years working for this 
legislation to pass. 

He now plans to use the site to im-
prove racial relations in the commu-
nity and to educate people about our 
shared history. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to pro-
tect Quindaro’s history and keep its 
stories alive for future generations. 

f 

ENDANGERING AMERICANS WITH 
GUN CONTROL 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, this 
week the new Democrat majority has 
endangered more Americans with its 
push for more and more gun control. 

By definition, criminals don’t follow 
the law. Criminals don’t honor gun 

laws. They steal. They commit murder, 
all sorts of crimes without permission. 
They don’t seek permission when they 
take something from you, when they 
enter your home. 

They don’t seek permission to be-
come gun owners. Yet, what happens 
here in the legislation this week, lim-
its the rights, limits the ability for 
people to defend themselves, defend 
their own homes, defend their own fam-
ilies, by having less options or less 
ability to get a weapon if they need it, 
especially timely. 

These measures do not work. They do 
not work to stop the shootings that are 
often cited as the reason to deny people 
their Second Amendment rights in this 
country. 

Indeed, it is a political agenda that 
gets pushed in every election, every 
possible time in legislation, and fi-
nally, with the majority they have, 
they are able to push this stuff through 
and harm innocent Americans and 
their ability to defend themselves. 

This has to come to a stop. I hope the 
Senate will defeat this measure. 

f 

IMPORTANT ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
FINKENAUER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I do 
appreciate the Speaker’s new policy 
that says a Member of Congress can 
only have one Special Order in which 
they are in charge of the time each 
week once a week. I have been trying 
to get Republicans to take our time, 
much in the way my colleague, DEBBIE 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and the group 
they call the ‘‘30 Somethings’’ did in 
2005 and 2006. 

I have not had a great deal of success 
in getting a lot of people to take Spe-
cial Order time. But with this new rule 
and some of the terrific freshmen that 
we have got who have come in—some of 
the folks who have been here a term or 
two—they are stepping up and taking 
our time to discuss critically impor-
tant issues for our country. Today, I 
am it from our party, and I am honored 
to be here. 

We have heard a lot of talk, and the 
reason we say have heard a lot of talk 
is because there is truth in seeing a 
double standard at the Department of 
Justice for a number of years now. 

There was a time when it was the De-
partment of Justice that Jeff Sessions 
remembered back in the 1980s during 
his time as U.S. attorney. That time 
changed with top people in the FBI and 
top people in the DOJ; it became no 
longer about justice, but just us and 
what we want at the DOJ and the FBI. 

In talking to former Justice attor-
neys, prosecutors, one dear friend in 
Texas—not in my district, but a very 
dear friend—we were talking about how 
the things that were done by people, 
including Rosenstein, the former U.S. 
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